[A case of polyneuropathy associated with increased levels of vascular endotherial growth factor (VEGF) insera].
A 54-year-old woman began to notice numbness and motor weakness in the lower extremities in July 1999. These symptoms rapidly progressed and she could not walk any more. When she admitted to our hospital, she showed peripherally dominant, moderate motor weakness, drop foot and loss of superficial and deep sensation in the lower extremities, but only slight weakness in the hands. Cranial nerves were intact. Deep tendon reflexes were all absent. Nerve conduction velocities were reduced and cerebrospinal fluid protein was elevated. VEGF was greatly increased in serum (1,850 pg/ml), which has been found to be increased exclusively in patients with Crow-Fukase syndrome. Many characteristic manifestations of the syndrome except polyneuropathy are well explained to be resulted from the abnormal production of VEGF. She did not, however, exhibit any constellation of Crow-Fukase syndrome such as edema, skin change, organomegaly, bone lesions or M-proteinemia. Steroid therapy improved her symptoms and lessened the levels of serum VEGF and cerebrospinal fluid protein. This case indicated that overproduction of VEGF could induce polyneuropathy rather than the other symptoms of Crow-Fukase syndrome, and that a polyneuropathy associated with increased VEGF might exist.